PTA SCHOOLHOUSE SCOOP
FEBRUARY 2022

February, the month of love.
The positivity and the sentiments around giving and receiving love are truly what makes the
world go around. Love for family, love for friends, love for our school community, love for so many
people in our lives, and love for those we haven’t even met yet!
Please join us in celebrating this month of love with some classic re-boots of our favorite ways to
give back to our school…
Keep an eye out for the Valentine’s Day Giving Tree during which we can directly give gifts from
teachers’ and staff‘s wish lists for the classrooms.
And our second push for the Annual Appeal is on— get your entrance into the Solo Stove Giveaway!
No matter how you’re able to give, please do join us in spreading love this month. A simple thank
you email to your child’s teacher can do so much!
Much love, ❤

—LIZ ALLEVA & SARA SCLAFANI

The art was made by:
Ajay Krishna Premkumar
Kindergarten

CLICK HERE
TO DONATE

VOLUNTEER FOR
WOMEN IN HISTORY

FEB 15 @ 9:30 AM
PTA MEETING
Guest Speaker:
RoseMary Ritch (Diversity & Inclusion)
Location: In-person and Zoom

CALENDAR OF IMPORTANT DATES
January 28 –
February 11

Reading Rocks! Pledge Collection

February 12-26

Reading Rocks! Reading Period

February 1

Parent Webinar by Dr. Dawn Huebner
- The Worry Paradox (10 AM)

February 15

PTA Meeting (9:30 AM)

February 2

Global Play Day, World Read Aloud
Day, Groundhog Day

February 18

Shortened Day for Students

February 4

Spirit Day

February 21-25

School Break

THINGS TO KNOW
Spreading Love to Seniors

Please help our PTA Community Service Committee spread love to some of our local
senior citizens! All M-D students are invited to create valentines for the residents at The
Greens at Cannondale. Valentines can be placed in the collection box outside the main
office until Friday, February 11th.
They will be distributed on Valentine's Day to The Greens. Thank you for participating!

THINGS TO KNOW
Reading Rocks!

Wilton Education Foundation (WEF) kicked off the Annual Reading Rocks! Fundraiser on
January 28th. Pledge collection for Reading Rocks! continues through February 11th and is once
again fully digital this year. Participants will create online campaign pages to share their reading
goals with friends and family who wish to donate to support them. Please visit the following website
to learn more about the program or to make an online pledge
donation! https://wiltoneducationfoundation.org/events-programs/reading-rocks. If you have
questions, please email Elizabeth Brown at eliz.wise@gmail.com, Caroline
Hoffman at carolinehavlin@hotmail.com, or Sarah Rondeau at sarah.rondeau@gmail.com.
Important Dates
• January 28th - February 11: Reading Rocks! Pledge Collection Period
• February 2: World Read Aloud Day
• February 12 - 26: Reading Rocks! Reading Period

DISNEY ON ICE

SHOUT OUTS

Thank you to all of the families that attended the Disney on Ice fundraiser at
Webster Bank Arena on January 16.
It was an incredible show full of all of our favorite Disney characters including
the stars in Beauty and the Beast, Toy Story, Moana, Coco, Aladdin, The Little
Mermaid, and Frozen…. and of course Mickey Mouse and friends were there
too!
A huge thank you goes out to Maureen Brown and the Fundraising team for
making this dream come true!
Keep this event in the back of your mind for next January!

SHOUT OUTS

THE REFLECTIONS PROGRAM
One of the most beloved national PTA programs is the Reflections Program. Students
have the opportunity to create visual arts and performing arts. Those entries are judged
and first place winners move to the state competition. State first place winners move
onto nationals. All of the hard work advertising, accepting entries, and judging the
works has been done by our Reflections Chair Jenny Tesler and her team.
We are eternally grateful for
her diligence and hard work
this winter in making this
project possible. We saw a
beautiful number of students
take on this project and we
welcome more to try their
hand next winter. Many,
many thanks to all who
participated! Winners will be
announced soon along with a
slideshow presenting all
of the entries!

Alicia McCarthy – Nominating Committee

MEET ALICIA

Hello Miller-Driscoll Families! I’m Alicia McCarthy and I’m excited to be a part of
this year’s PTA nominating committee and this wonderful MD community. My
husband Dan and I moved to Wilton with our 3 kiddos in January 2020, from
Omaha, NE, where we spent 7 years. Our oldest son, Harrison is in Mrs.
Pampillonio’s first grade class, our daughter Cora, will be attending
Kindergarten in the fall, and our youngest John, will be attending pre-K 4. We
choose Wilton knowing very little, except that it had amazing schools. We
quickly realized that it was so much more than that as we began to meet many
of the wonderful families that help make it the special place that it is. Seeing
how much WPS invest in our children, it felt only natural to give back by
volunteering with the PTA.
I’ve worked in medical sales for the past 15 years and spend a lot of time
meeting new people, so I knew helping with the nominating committee would
be something that I’d enjoy. I’m excited for what this school year has in store
and hope to meet more of you soon!

Cynthia Terrana – Nominating Committee

MEET CYNTHIA

Hello Miller-Driscoll family! I’m Cynthia Astrologo. My son Francesco is in Mrs.
Geluso’s 2nd grade class and my daughter Aria will be attending kindergarten
at Miller-Driscoll next year. My family moved to Wilton in the summer of 2020,
and we are so happy that we did! We love Wilton’s amazing community; my
husband and I look forward to raising our children here. This is why I
embraced the opportunity to be more involved in our community by joining the
Miller-Driscoll PTA. I especially wanted to directly support our children’s
educational experience. One of the reasons we chose Wilton was for its
amazing school district. We know that our children’s educational experiences
help shape them and will lay down a foundation that will follow them throughout
their life’s journey. I welcome any way that I can support that journey. I’m
honored to be a part of the PTA and a representative of the nominating
committee, and I look forward in continuing to work with Elena and Alicia in
supporting our PTA board. I’m grateful to be a part this organization that values
our children, teachers, and all educational staff. I hope that my 23 years of work
experience coupled with many years of volunteer work will guide me in being a
positive contributor to such an amazing organization. Go STARS!!!

Elena Slater – Nominating Committee

MEET ELENA

I am Elena Slater, and this is my last year with the Miller-Driscoll Community. My son is
finishing up second grade with Mr. Bisceglie and my daughter is now in fourth grade
at Cider Mill. It’s been quite a journey to be a part of MD since my daughter has
attended preschool here, and it is a great honor to be serving on the MD PTA Board as
part of the Nominating Committee. Originally from Russia, I attended a graduate
school at UCONN before meeting my husband and choosing Wilton to raise our family.
We fell in love with this town for its incredibly supportive community, wonderful school
district and, of course, beautiful scenery. I’ve never seen so much wildlife in my back
yard prior to living in Wilton and it’s been a truly incredible experience for our
children. They are learning that one day they will be in charge of this planet, that
keeping Earth clean, conserving valuable resources and finding new ways for
renewable energy is very important. This path to the future starts with understanding
how well water works, why you shouldn’t disturb a bird’s nest on your front door and
where to call for help if you see an injured wild animal. Miller-Driscoll is doing a
wonderful job at keeping the children engaged, and the MD PTA is a great way for the
parents to stay connected. Being a full-time working parent, serving on the
Nominating Committee was the best fit for me. This role allows to network and meet
new families outside of business hours, bringing balance of integrating into the
Community without adding any additional stress to busy workdays. I am happy to be
directly involved with building such a wonderful team that will leave a long-lasting
effect on the parents and children alike.

TO JOIN
01. HOW
• Membership now open, visit:

JOIN THE PTA
WHY JOIN?

Annual membership dues
enrich programs at MillerDriscoll. PTA membership
provides: Voting rights at PTA
meetings, Instant access to our
online directory, Online
parenting resources through
CT PTA, including Our Children
online magazine, Online
leadership training, PTA Takes
Action Network, connecting you
directly to Congress on issues
that matter most.

•
•
•

02.

https://mobilearq.com/schooldirectory
to sign-up today!
Choose parent or teacher registration.
Enter the email you have on file with
the school, your name and the code
“wilton” to join.
Pay your dues and start enjoying
benefits!

Fees: $20/person; $30/Family.

Special $15 Membership Option
for M-D Teachers!
(does not include access to
online directory)

PTA EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
Liz Alleva & Sara Sclafani

Meghan Newton

Maureen Brown & Lara Herman

president@millerdriscollpta.org

membership@millerdriscollpta.org

fundraising@millerdriscollpta.org

Co-PRESIDENTS

VP MEMBERSHIP

VP FUNDRAISING

Valerie Incao

Christine Marks

TBD: Open Volunteer Position

secretary@millerdriscollpta.org

treasurer@millerdriscollpta.org

parentatlarge@millerdriscollpta.org

SECRETARY

TREASURER

PARENT-AT-LARGE

Main Office: 203-762-8678
Attendance Line: 203-762-8678 Option 1
School Nurse: 203-762-8678 Option 2

SCHOOL HOURS
Drop-off runs from 8:45am to 9:00am

M-D Calendar:
www.wiltonps.org/miller-driscoll/miller-driscollinformation/calendar

PreK hours are 9:00am to 1:15pm

School Dismissal: www.schooldismissalmanager.com/

K-2 hours are 9:00am to 3:25pm

NutriSlice Menu: https://wilton.nutrislice.com/menu

Dismissal to designated pickup
areas at 3:25pm

MySchoolbucks: www.myschoolbucks.com
Board of Education Docs & Calendar:
https://go.boarddocs.com/ct/wilton/Board.nsf/Public
Bus Questions: Fran Williams
203-762-3381 ext. 8295
williamsf@wiltonps.org

WAYS TO HELP
01. STOP AND SHOP
Sign into your account and choose
Miller-Driscoll.

02. MABELS LABELS
Fun ways to label your child’s
belongings – click here to learn more.

03. THE TURNOVER SHOP
Support M-D PTA by donating items,
shopping, volunteering at the shop, and
spreading the word.

04. AMAZON SMILE
Shop with Prime and Amazon will give
to M-D PTA – click here to learn more.

05. BOX TOPS
Box Tops for Education (BTFE) raise
funds for M-D with every receipt
scanned – click here to learn more.

RESOURCES

FACEBOOK

CT PTA

NATIONAL PTA

Follow us to connect
with the PTA and M-D
Parents – click here.

M-D PTA is a chapter of
the Connecticut PTA –
click here for more info.

Your M-D PTA
membership gains
access to national
resources – click here to
get started.

